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 Appendix Table 2-35 First university degrees, by selected region/country/economy: 2012 or most recent year

 

 Field of first university degree    

Region/country
/economy

All fields All S&E
fields

Physical/
biological
sciences

Mathematics/
computer
sciences

Agricultural
sciences

Social/
behavioral
sciences

Engineering
a

Non-S&E
b

S&E
(%)

Natural
sciences

(%)

Engineering
(%)

Asiac            

Armenia (2010) 23,352 4,307 1,155 1,369 1,094 112 577 19,045 18.4 15.5 2.5

Cambodia (2008) 16,435 4,832 250 1,313 256 2,835 178 11,603 29.4 11.1 1.1

Chinad 3,038,473 1,500,689 294,060 NA 53,789 188,257 964,583 1,537,784 49.4 11.4 31.7

Georgia 13,284 3,400 667 875 566 925 367 9,884 25.6 15.9 2.8

Indiae (2011) 5,469,330 1,472,943 652,550 250,200 21,286 NA 548,907 3,996,387 26.9 16.9 10.0

Indonesia (2011) 531,943 187,049 13,150 22,785 31,455 26,779 92,880 344,894 35.2 12.7 17.5

Japanf 558,692 319,783 18,116 NA 17,388 196,735 87,544 238,909 57.2 6.4 15.7

Kyrgyzstan 40,643 9,990 407 1,509 243 5,168 2,663 30,653 24.6 5.3 6.6

Malaysia 126,298 29,832 4,879 4,607 1,840 5,605 12,901 96,466 23.6 9.0 10.2

Mongolia 33,106 7,114 747 1,065 607 2,773 1,922 25,992 21.5 7.3 5.8

Myanmar 268,308 141,848 57,070 58,736 1,075 22,567 2,400 126,460 52.9 43.6 0.9

Singaporeg 13,456 5,625 1,911 NA NA NA 3,714 7,831 41.8 14.2 27.6

South Korea 325,665 107,578 15,805 16,637 3,917 15,384 55,835 218,087 33.0 11.2 17.1

Taiwan 232,448 88,578 7,404 17,149 4,529 7,607 51,889 143,870 38.1 12.5 22.3

            

Middle Eastc            

Iran 315,696 132,399 19,865 6,358 15,376 21,420 69,380 183,297 41.9 13.2 22.0

Iraq (2004) 54,396 11,629 1,606 1,289 1,185 570 6,979 42,767 21.4 7.5 12.8
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 Field of first university degree    

Region/country
/economy

All fields
All S&E
fields

Physical/
biological
sciences

Mathematics/
computer
sciences

Agricultural
sciences

Social/
behavioral
sciences

Engineering
a

Non-S&E
b

S&E
(%)

Natural
sciences

(%)

Engineering
(%)

Israel 47,413 21,271 1,985 2,440 221 12,856 3,769 26,142 44.9 9.8 7.9

Jordan (2011) 55,278 5,440 872 2,930 NA 1,638 * 49,838 9.8 6.9 *

Lebanon (2011) 25,926 7,976 2,225 1,029 152 2,608 1,962 17,950 30.8 13.1 7.6

Palestine 25,456 5,238 749 1,455 97 2,170 767 20,218 20.6 9.0 3.0

Qatar 1,414 383 14 54 * 111 204 1,031 27.1 4.8 14.4

Saudi Arabia 90,562 30,192 9,360 9,244 216 8,569 2,803 60,370 33.3 20.8 3.1

Turkey 340,396 84,544 19,785 10,470 5,612 33,255 15,422 255,852 24.8 10.5 4.5

United Arab Emirates 14,334 3,627 162 1,589 21 242 1,613 10,707 25.3 12.4 11.3

            

Africac            

Egypt (2010) 404,043 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Ethiopia 79,677 34,902 3,822 16,460 3,227 11,393 NA 44,775 43.8 29.5 NA

Ghana 40,826 12,711 NA NA 1,753 9,092 1,866 28,115 31.1 4.3 4.6

Madagascar 6,865 1,529 541 122 90 582 194 5,336 22.3 11.0 2.8

Mauritius 4,078 1,157 105 601 101 194 156 2,921 28.4 19.8 3.8

Mozambique (2009) 8,639 1,290 339 225 273 180 273 7,349 14.9 9.7 3.2

Sudan 71,430 15,829 1,817 3,990 2,893 1,980 5,149 55,601 22.2 12.2 7.2

Uganda (2004) 9,621 2,748 304 150 306 1,640 348 6,873 28.6 7.9 3.6

            

Europec            

EU            

Austria 38,735 12,282 2,099 1,692 275 5,310 2,906 26,453 31.7 10.5 7.5
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 Field of first university degree    

Region/country
/economy

All fields
All S&E
fields

Physical/
biological
sciences

Mathematics/
computer
sciences

Agricultural
sciences

Social/
behavioral
sciences

Engineering
a

Non-S&E
b

S&E
(%)

Natural
sciences

(%)

Engineering
(%)

Belgium 25,401 7,981 906 447 266 3,608 2,754 17,420 31.4 6.4 10.8

Bulgaria 33,804 13,331 670 1,304 570 6,109 4,678 20,473 39.4 7.5 13.8

Cyprus 2,841 835 96 181 30 240 288 2,006 29.4 10.8 10.1

Czech Republic 60,195 15,324 2,405 3,069 2,002 4,431 3,417 44,871 25.5 12.4 5.7

Denmark 32,643 5,581 889 1,346 75 2,099 1,172 27,062 17.1 7.1 3.6

Estonia 4,747 1,412 294 286 133 412 287 3,335 29.7 15.0 6.0

Finland 35,345 9,708 735 1,390 645 1,706 5,232 25,637 27.5 7.8 14.8

France 311,026 83,832 16,528 17,354 1,987 25,256 22,707 227,194 27.0 11.5 7.3

Germany 386,090 134,201 29,722 28,220 3,310 29,131 43,818 251,889 34.8 15.9 11.3

Greece 32,809 12,478 1,824 2,525 911 4,987 2,231 20,331 38.0 16.0 6.8

Hungary 38,456 9,789 1,214 1,307 564 2,889 3,815 28,667 25.5 8.0 9.9

Ireland 27,368 6,738 1,790 1,790 151 1,973 1,034 20,630 24.6 13.6 3.8

Italy 204,675 48,934 10,468 4,248 3,114 23,412 7,692 155,741 23.9 8.7 3.8

Latvia 12,886 2,859 238 458 130 1,118 915 10,027 22.2 6.4 7.1

Lithuania 21,510 6,210 530 964 262 2,646 1,808 15,300 28.9 8.2 8.4

Luxembourg 635 169 30 34 * 93 12 466 26.6 10.1 1.9

Netherlands 102,042 21,690 1,478 4,247 819 10,762 4,384 80,352 21.3 6.4 4.3

Poland 318,912 84,609 10,086 13,803 4,174 36,551 19,995 234,303 26.5 8.8 6.3

Portugal 51,010 14,192 2,153 900 445 4,645 6,049 36,818 27.8 6.9 11.9

Romania (2011) 171,175 45,927 4,671 2,619 1,495 24,004 13,138 125,248 26.8 5.1 7.7

Slovak Republic 36,263 7,875 1,092 1,576 552 2,218 2,437 28,388 21.7 8.9 6.7

Slovenia 12,102 4,266 560 627 254 1,857 968 7,836 35.3 11.9 8.0

Spain 208,961 54,269 8,349 8,964 2,511 14,619 19,826 154,692 26.0 9.5 9.5
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Region/country
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All fields
All S&E
fields

Physical/
biological
sciences

Mathematics/
computer
sciences

Agricultural
sciences

Social/
behavioral
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a

Non-S&E
b

S&E
(%)

Natural
sciences

(%)

Engineering
(%)

Sweden 43,113 12,621 1,121 1,282 224 4,962 5,032 30,492 29.3 6.1 11.7

United Kingdom 389,296 120,768 36,673 22,535 2,554 42,571 16,435 268,528 31.0 15.9 4.2

            

Other Europe            

Albania 17,670 3,340 629 645 422 996 648 14,330 18.9 9.6 3.7

Croatia (2010) 22,702 5,561 1,054 975 786 1,182 1,564 17,141 24.5 12.4 6.9

Iceland 2,828 925 122 105 31 458 209 1,903 32.7 9.1 7.4

Macedonia 10,177 2,200 305 787 231 414 463 7,977 21.6 13.0 4.5

Norway 30,251 5,667 714 868 119 2,010 1,956 24,584 18.7 5.6 6.5

Russian
Federation

1,406,050 324,795 18,005 67,980 15,474 80,530 142,806 1,081,255 23.1 7.2 10.2

Switzerland 28,733 7,499 1,692 842 139 2,457 2,369 21,234 26.1 9.3 8.2

            

Americac            

North America            

Canada 168,183 59,996 16,222 5,428 671 28,204 9,471 108,187 35.7 13.3 5.6

Mexico 425,754 131,823 11,056 14,365 4,386 34,684 67,332 293,931 31.0 7.0 15.8

United States 1,810,647 589,330 126,186 67,779 25,060 287,042 83,263 1,221,317 32.5 12.1 4.6

            

Central America and
Caribbean

           

Costa Rica (2011) 33,896 4,185 304 1,526 244 1,426 685 29,711 12.3 6.1 2.0

Cuba 85,757 13,709 471 2,544 1,048 8,318 1,328 72,048 16.0 4.7 1.5
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All fields
All S&E
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biological
sciences
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computer
sciences

Agricultural
sciences
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behavioral
sciences

Engineering
a

Non-S&E
b

S&E
(%)

Natural
sciences

(%)

Engineering
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El Salvador 12,967 1,860 205 1,041 111 28 475 11,107 14.3 10.5 3.7

Guatemala (2007) 3,751 1,187 118 * 243 219 607 2,564 31.6 9.6 16.2

Honduras 15,226 2,170 75 684 385 431 595 13,056 14.3 7.5 3.9

Panama (2010) 14,031 2,958 118 397 129 721 1,593 11,073 21.1 4.6 11.4

            

South America            

Argentina (2010) 80,296 18,996 2,483 2,714 1,892 7,845 4,062 61,300 23.7 8.8 5.1

Brazil 861,378 120,872 19,388 20,715 10,278 30,497 39,994 740,506 14.0 5.8 4.6

Chile 56,659 10,208 936 1,453 1,264 4,061 2,494 46,451 18.0 6.4 4.4

Colombia 117,624 33,838 3,059 326 171 8,605 21,677 83,786 28.8 3.0 18.4

Uruguay (2010) 6,895 1,715 288 257 221 748 201 5,180 24.9 11.1 2.9

Venezuela (2009) 98,035 17,966 662 646 1,107 3,361 12,190 80,069 18.3 2.5 12.4

            

Oceaniac            

Australia (2011) 196,662 41,984 11,565 8,238 901 13,931 7,349 154,678 21.3 10.5 3.7

New Zealand 37,660 11,307 3,106 2,281 203 4,480 1,237 26,353 30.0 14.8 3.3

* = nil or negligible; NA = not available.

EU = European Union.
a For Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries other than the United States, data correspond to "engineering and engineering trades"
and are not comparable with data published in previous rounds of this publication.
b Includes field unknown or unspecified.
c Includes only locations for which relatively recent data are available.
d China data include mathematics under physical and biological sciences and computer sciences under engineering.
e India data include social sciences in humanities and arts (non-S&E).
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f Japan social science data include business administration.
g Singapore data include social sciences in humanities (non-S&E) and mathematical sciences in physical and biological sciences.

NOTES:  Physical/biological sciences include physical; biological; and earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences. Natural sciences include physical, biological, agricultural, and
computer sciences and mathematics. Data for first university degrees use International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 97), level 5A first degree. First
university degree programs in most countries take fewer than 5 years to complete; however, in some countries, especially European, some level 5A degree programs
take more than 5 years. Data for some countries include degrees comparable with U.S. master’s or first professional degrees.

SOURCES:  OECD, OECD.StatExtracts, http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx/; United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Institute for Statistics database, special
tabulations (as of January 2015); China—National Bureau of Statistics of China,  China Statistical Yearbook (Beijing) (2013); India—Government of India, Ministry of

  Human Resource Development, Department of Higher Education, All India Survey on Higher Education 2011–12 (2014); Japan—Government of Japan, Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technolog, Survey of Education (2012); Singapore—Ministry of Education, Education Statistics Digest: 2013; Taiwan—Ministry of
Education, Educational Statistics of the Republic of China (Taiwan): 2014 (2014); United States—National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System, Completions Survey; National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Integrated Science and Engineering
Resources Data System (WebCASPAR), http://webcaspar.nsf.gov.
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